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Sales Tax Proposition 

Executive Summary 

On Tuesday, April 7th, 2015, Eudora voters will be asked to decide whether the city should levy 

three-quarters of one percent retailers’ sales tax. The question on the ballot will read as follows: 

Shall a retailers’ sales tax in the amount of three-quarters of one percent (0.75%) be levied in 

the City of Eudora, Kansas, for the purposes of generating revenue needed to provide an 

effective level of public services within the City, to improve, construct, equip and maintain the 

public fitness and aquatic facilities including but not limited to sports parks, indoor and 

outdoor/fitness trails, and to provide funding for other capital expenditures.   

The following are key points about the sales tax: 

 The city will ask Eudora voters for a three-quarter of one percent (0.75%) sales tax 

increase. 

 The projected revenue from the increase is estimated at $257,625 the first year and 

approximately $2,695,328 over a ten year period. 

 The sales tax revenue will be used to implement Parks and Recreation Master Plan and 

other capital expenditures including infrastructure projects as highlighted in the city’s 

capital improvement plan (currently being developed). 

 All purchase of goods and services within the city of Eudora will generate sales tax 

revenue. 

 The estimated impact of the 0.75% sales tax increase on each resident is approximately 

$40.89 per year or $3.41 per month. (Please note this is a per capita estimate and does not 

take into account sales tax paid by non-Eudora residents. The actual tax burden on 

Eudora residents will be less than estimated.) 

 The current city sales tax rate is 8.15%. With a 0.75% increase the city’s sales tax will be 

8.90%. 

 If the sales tax passes, it will take effect on October 1, 2015. 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

Sales Tax Proposition 

On Tuesday, April 7th, 2015, Eudora voters will be asked to decide whether the city should levy 

three-quarters of one percent retailers’ sales tax. The question on the ballot will read as follows: 

Shall a retailers’ sales tax in the amount of three-quarters of one percent (0.75%) be levied in 

the City of Eudora, Kansas, for the purposes of generating revenue needed to provide an 

effective level of public services within the City, to improve, construct, equip and maintain the 

public fitness and aquatic facilities including but not limited to sports parks, indoor and 

outdoor/fitness trails, and to provide funding for other capital expenditures.   

The following information has been prepared to educate and inform Eudora residents to enable 

them make an informed decision prior to the election in April of 2015. 

Sales Tax in Kansas 

The state of Kansas gives each city the authority to levy a maximum of 3% in city sales tax; 2% 

for general purposes and 1% for special purposes. “A city sales tax may be levied only with the 

approval of the voters. The question may be submitted to a referendum at the discretion of the 

governing body.”1  

Sales tax across cities and counties in Kansas vary. In addition to the state’s sales tax (currently 

at 6.15%), each taxing jurisdiction has its own rate and some jurisdictions have established 

special tax districts which include: Community Improvement Districts (CID), Sales Tax and 

Revenue Bonds (STAR), Tax Increment Financing District (TIF) and Transportation 

Development District (TDD). For a complete list of tax rates in each city, county and special 

district in Kansas click HERE.   

Sales Tax in Eudora   

The City of Eudora currently has a 1% sales tax; 0.5% general sales tax and 0.5% special sales tax 

(used to fund the debt service for obligations issued for the city’s aquatic center set to expire in 

2026).  

The city’s current total sales tax is 8.15%: 

State of Kansas rate: 6.15% 

Douglas County rate: 1.00% 

Sub-total:  7.15% 

                                                           
1 Levying a Local Sales Tax in Kansas: A Manual of Procedure for Cities and Counties on the Adoption and Levying of a Local Option Sales Tax 

http://www.ksrevenue.org/pdf/pub1700414.pdf
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City of Eudora’s rate: 1.00% 

Total tax rate  8.15% 

 

Sales tax rates of other cities in Douglas County: 

 

Baldwin City:   8.40% 

City of Lawrence:  8.70% 

Lawrence Free State TDD: 9.70% 

Lawrence Oread TDD: 9.70% 

Lecompton:   8.15% 

 

It is important to note that sales tax in each taxing jurisdiction is paid by anyone that buys 

goods and services in that jurisdiction. This includes local residents, visitors and transients. 

 

Sales Tax Collection 

Sales tax in Kansas is collected and distributed by the state. The state distributes sales tax 

revenue on a monthly basis to each taxing jurisdiction. The graph below shows the City of 

Eudora’s sale/use tax distributions for the past six years. 
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The Genesis of the Sales Tax Proposition 

In January 2012, the Eudora Parks and Recreation Master Plan was approved and adopted. 

Since then, the implementation of the plan has been delayed due to lack of sufficient funding. 

Over the years, although the Governing Body and staff have made tremendous strides in 

ensuring the goals of the plan are fulfilled, it is apparent that full implementation of the plan 

will not be achieved without a direct increase of funding. Many of the projects listed on the 

master plan require additional financial resources that the city currently does not have and has 

not had since the adoption of the plan. Click HERE to view the adopted plan.  

The Governing Body has consistently expressed the desire to implement the master plan in a 

timely fashion.  This led to discussions of potential funding sources. The use of sales tax to raise 

revenue became the most viable option. The commissioners believe that in order to improve 

and maintain the quality of life of our residents today and in the future a sustainable revenue 

source must be in place: thus the proposition of the sales tax increase.  

Projected Revenue  

The table below shows the projected revenue amount to be received from three-quarters of one 

percent sales tax (0.75%). 

City of Eudora 

Estimated Sales and Use Tax Revenues 

Three-Quarter Percent Increase 

  

 

Base Year 

Year Value 

  1 $257,625 

2 260,201 

3 262,803 

4 265,431 

5 268,086 

 

The projected estimated cost of the 0.75% sales tax increase to each resident is approximately 

$40.89 per year or $3.41 per month. (Please note this is a per capita estimate and does not 

exclude the sales tax paid by non-residents). 

The Governing Body has reviewed the Parks and Recreation Master Plan projects and believes 

the following projects are of high priority: Community Center/Pool expansion and CPA Park 

improvements. For a complete list of projects please click HERE. 

http://cityofeudoraks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/221
http://cityofeudoraks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/221
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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is the city of Eudora’s current sales tax rate? 

The current sales tax rate in Eudora is 8.15%. This rate includes the state sales tax of 6.15%, 

Douglas county sales tax rate of 1% and the city’s sales tax rate of 1% for a total sales tax rate of 

8.15%. 

2. How does this compare to our neighbors in Douglas County? 

The current rate is equal to the city of Lecompton at 8.15%. The rates in other jurisdictions 

within the county are as follow: 

Baldwin City:   8.40% 

City of Lawrence:  8.70% 

Lawrence Free State TDD: 9.70% 

Lawrence Oread TDD: 9.70% 

Lecompton:   8.15% 

 

3. What will the ballot say on Tuesday, April 7th, 2015? 

The ballot language will read: 

Shall a retailers’ sales tax in the amount of three-quarters of one percent (0.75%) be levied in the City of 

Eudora, Kansas, for the purposes of generating revenue needed to provide an effective level of public 

services within the City, to improve, construct, equip and maintain the public fitness and aquatic 

facilities including but not limited to sports parks, indoor and outdoor/fitness trails, and to provide 

funding for other capital expenditures.   

4. Why does the city need the sales tax increase? 

The city needs the sales tax increase for improvement of parks and recreation facilities as 

outlined in the ballot language as well as other capital improvements. These improvements 

include but are not limited to the following: 

- Improved lighting at sports parks 

- Additional restroom facilities 

- Expansion of the recreation center facility 

- Expansion of the aquatic center facility 

- Improvements to the CPA Park 
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- Construction of community trails that link schools and parks for active 

citizens of all ages 

5. Does the city have a plan for where the sales tax dollars would go? 

Yes. The revenue generated from the sales tax increase will be utilized to fund the 

implementation of unexecuted portions of the parks and recreation master plan adopted in 2012 

and to fund the capital improvement plan (currently being developed). 

 

6. What would the sales tax impact be on each resident? 

The estimated impact of a 0.75% sales tax increase on each resident is approximately $40.89 per 

year or $3.41 per month. (Again, this estimate includes taxes paid by non-Eudora residents.) 

7. What will happen if the sales tax is not passed? 

If the sales tax is not passed, the demand for additional services and improved facilities will put 

pressure on the mill levy. Planned and future projects will be delayed until funds become 

available. 

8. If the sales tax is not passed, will property taxes be increased? 

Each year, the Governing Body considers the city’s ability to provide services and then 

determines if additional revenue is needed to provide the services and/or requests submitted by 

each department. If the demand for improved facilities and higher service levels continue, 

pressure on the current mill levy is expected. 

9. If passed, when will the sales tax take effect? 

The sales tax, if passed, will take effect on October 1, 2015. Per state statute, the collection of a 

new sales tax may begin the first calendar quarter following the 90th day after the date that the 

city provides written notice to the director of taxation of the election authorizing the levy of the 

tax. 

10.  Will the sales tax increase expire? 

No. The sales tax increase will not expire.  

11. Will the sales tax be used to pay employee wages? 

No. The revenues from the sales tax will not be used to pay employee wages. Uses are strictly 

limited to the categories included on the ballot language. 
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12. Why is the city proposing a 0.75% sales tax increase? 

According to a recent community survey, a 0.75% sales tax increase was the maximum amount 

citizen would support for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and the capital improvement 

plan. 

13. What does a “yes” vote mean? 

The city will have a revenue source with which to fund the various projects highlighted on the 

parks and recreation master plan and the capital improvement plan. The city will be able to 

offer citizens a higher quality of life and compete favorably for new residents seeking a home 

with a wholesome small town atmosphere and great public amenities.  

14. What does a “no” vote mean? 

The city will not have sufficient revenue to fund projects highlighted on the parks and 

recreation master plan and the capital improvement plan. Current service levels and 

community amenities will likely remain static and slowly deteriorate with age.   


